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Question: How do you make one of the ugliest
trucks ever made into a stand-out custom?
Answer: Take it to EXTREME Rod & Custom and
let them go nuis!

Thal's exactly whal happenad in the case of this *53 Studebakar pickup
Steve White purchased the truck, and very soon there after Extreme Hod and
Custom would work their metal-magic on the truck

Disassambly was tha first stop, and a general Giean up Was Perionmed on
all the parts that would be used in the project. The chassis had (he old from
sispension cut off, and 2 narrowed Nova clip replacen i1 Fower S1Benng diso
brakes. a PST sway bar, and all néw bushings made the Studie driveable Thi
rear end got some new parts as well. The leal springs now hold a5 Ford rear
gnd_The hrakes are drum style, and e enlire suspension was posihioned 1o get
Hob's truck “in the weads!

Holling stock wat chosen for looks and for just the right stance. Budmik
16™x7" front wheels roll on BFGoodrich TiA radials. The glant 18™x9.5™ Budnik
resar whisaks wear BRG radials as well

The engine is as different as the body style. Bxiremé decided a 400 Buick
would be ampée to propel the little truok anywhera! Detailing is a
trademark at Extrema and a subtle use of paint, aluminum, and time produced a
yary attractive engine bay. The slick new firewall had a lot to do with the good
Ipoks. The transmission is a TO0R4 overdrive unn

The body 5 the local point of this project. First Ray Toungiry (of
Extroma) whacked the top a full three inches, Then the hood looked Silly, S0 hé
pied it by taking out another three inches of vintage Studebaker tin. A Camarg
hood scoop found Its way to the metal workers bench and was grafied to the
newly fabricated hood sheet metal A new grill shedl was tnbricated to work with
the new llowing lines of the front sheet metal. The whale assembly was weiied




Specs: Rob Melanson’s 1953
Studebaker Pickup
Portland, Maine

Builder: Extreme Rod & Custom Portland, ME
Color; “Gang Green”

Engine: 455 cubic inch Buick: stock internally
detailed: 3" exhaust; FlowMaster mutflers; built
by Extreme’s Steve White

Drivetrain; 53 Studie chassis with Nova clip;
disc brakes; power steering; 700R4
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transmission: Ford 9" rear end: drum brakes

Body: Modifications too numerous to list; read
articie

Interior: Black and gray leather over bucket
geats: custom interior panels by Pete's
Upholstery; filled dash with molided center
console; AutoMeter gauges; AG; power
windows: Lokar shifter; Ploneer stereo

Wheels and tires: Budnik billet wheels; 168"x7"
fronts and 18"%9.5" rears, BFGoodrich T/A
radials




info ong paece, and a 1l mechamsm added, The doors ane mow
suicided. The tront whee! wells were pened up Tor added tire
clgarance dua 10 e s slance T En e GAb was channeled four
mches just for the heck of it! The rear fendars were welded 1o the
Ded sioes, and a hand fonnasn was tahrcated. Al ihe stake hodes and
thie rear area of the bed ssare flled and smoothad. A néw réar pan
was rollad, and the faillights and kcense plate worked into i, Gant
exnaust Megs Mimic the taithght epanings With all Ehd el veor
complete, Extreme shol he lruck in “Gang Green,” a custom miz by
the local MAPA store, and applied by Ray Touriguy. The end
msul a Studebaker thal rocks avents all over the east cnast)

W didn't mention the intenior. Pate’s Upholstery in New
Hampshireg stilched and stretched the black and gray combination
over the seals and intenior panets, The dash has been modified to
incorporale a center console. The Au u“"'r-r pauges, Al controbs
and foor shifter Jid 3 shany comirast o ina body color dash ano
gluminum consola insar. A Ll codumn, custom stearing whael and
Fionear tound oelem compietes the mlena

Rob's truck can be seen al most east coast events. Rob is
aboul (0 #0d dar nide and sl plans on pulling a Bunch of rod mles
on {he “Baker™ this season. Who knows this little truck m ight even
make i to ouwr Morthem/Southern Bodder Beundon? What do vou
think, Rot? Come on down! NIRRT
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